Performance Measure for Written Communication

Description

Effective written communication demonstrates knowledge of subject matter through the writer’s ability to synthesize and apply discipline-specific content accurately. It reflects disciplinary expectations in a clear expression of ideas by 
a.        using standard written English grammar (including punctuation and spelling) and appropriate diction and word choice;
b.        using a variety of appropriate supporting evidence and a discipline-specific documentation style (where needed), and 
c.        creating a structural framework appropriate to the audience and the purpose of the writing.
	Items

Grammar

	Word usage/diction

	meeting disciplinary expectations

	Outcome oriented/purpose

	Knowledgeable/subject expertise

	Credibility/  Accuracy

	Diversity and variety of resources

	Documentation/source citation

	Organized/Logical Development

	Targeted audience


Written Communication Holistic Rubric
Masterful Writers (Exemplars)

1.  Demonstrate almost flawless punctuation and grammar and a comprehensive knowledge of proper diction and syntax warranted by the particular writing situation.
2.  Accomplish their comprehensive purpose by communicating complex concepts with complete knowledge of discipline-specific vocabulary and style accessible to any conceivable audience.
3.  Extrapolate innovative information and ideas synthesized from a breadth of credible and accurate resources to generate new knowledge. 

4.  Use high quality and diverse resources and make sure they are correctly referenced in a discipline appropriate format.

5.  Know the audience as well as themselves to produce a seamless development that connects with everyone.
Articulate Writers (Professional)

1.  Demonstrate consistently proper grammar and punctuation usage consistent with Standard Written English and optimal word usage and diction for the specific writing situation.
2.  Affect their informed purpose by communicating fundamental concepts with appropriate knowledge of discipline-specific vocabulary and style appropriate for the reading level for perceived audiences.  

3.  Apply information and ideas obtained from a variety of credible and accurate resources. 

4.  Diverse and varied resources are supports the writing and are referenced in standard format.

5.  Can address multiple audiences by carefully addressing logical arguments and specific audience issues.

Proficient Writers (Practitioners)

1.  Demonstrate working grasp of grammar and punctuation usage with minimal correctness errors and diction mostly appropriate to the specific writing situation.
2.  Contribute to their clear purpose by communicating simple concepts with adequate knowledge of discipline-specific vocabulary and style acceptable to a particular audience.
3.  Integrate information and ideas multiple views taken from a variety of credible and accurate resources.

4.  Adequate resources are referenced and are cited in an acceptable format.

5.  Identify key characteristics of audience leading to a logical flow that strong readers can grasp.

Growing Writers (Growers)

1.  Produce writing with acceptable grammatical structure with some punctuation, usage, and syntax errors that can obscure the writer’s message.
2.  Suggest their superficial purpose by communicating with limited knowledge of discipline-specific vocabulary and style adequate for the instructor as reader.

3.  Seek new information and ideas from limited resources to summarize main ideas.  

4.  The writer communicates ideas using minimal resources in a non-standard format.

5.  Try to understand who they are writing for and build fundamental logic from facts to conclusions.

Beginning Writers (Beginners)

1.  Produce writing that lacks acceptable grammatical structure and contains numerous punctuation, usage and syntax errors that interfere with the writer’s intended message.

2.  Represent their vague notion of purpose by communicating with common language and in convoluted style.

3.  Use current knowledge to summarize main ideas with no new information.

4.  Research is based on personal viewpoint and no resources are cited.

5.  Live primarily in their own head, thus building structure and flow that makes sense only to themselves.

