Section 13 – Issues in writing

1. How much writing must there be in a W course {minimum amount}?

2. Challenging the form/content distinction {grammar/ideas”

3. Do W profs need to evaluate and assess the form and style of writing as well as its basic content?  Why is this important?

4. Linguistic, competency vs. literacy; what is the relationship? Why do many students have trouble transferring their basic linguistic competency over to a literary competency; working, demonstrable

5. Student /teacher ratios (Class size issues – what should maximum number be)

6. “assessment” and “evaluation” – keeping in mind the distinction between (As defined during the Institute) – what are their proper roles in a W course?

7. What kind of writing are you asking for – do they have the tools – background (students and Faculty)? Do you have to teach them (also faculty development)? Student assumptions about what they know?

8. Quality assessment -> what level are the students? Can they peer review (assess)?

9. Time (in/out of class) student/teacher

10. How many assignments?  How many re-writes? How to handle it effectively? Edits, assessments for each?

11. Writing to learn, learning to write

12. Student assessment of how the writing help

13. Evaluate them or not – do they buy-in to the value of the writing

14. Course size – the smaller the better

15. Define criteria

16. Reading good writing as a model (?) - Works for some disciplines (science) which are more formalized – question: Does it work for others?

17. What’s the purpose of writing?

18. How to we attach enough weight to assessment to ensure both the initial and follow up effort takes place?

19. How much writing needs to occur?

20. Need clear criteria as to what constitutes good writing?

21. How you discern good writing without substance?

22. What role should group writing play?

23. How do you connect group work and group writing?

24. How to evaluate the writing in a discipline based course?

25. How much weight on grammar etc in disciplines?

26. Each student receive feedback?

27. Hard to integrate writing if you use just a textbook – Textbook isn’t necessary a good “Jumping off” point

28. What kinds of writing needs to occur free writing, informal, and formal writing?

29. How to structure a good writing assignments so that you don’t do the structure of the paper for them?

Assessment/Evaluation 

Quantitative Issues

Qualitative Issues – How good is the writing? Style/Content

Faculty Issues

Student Issues

Process Issues

Role/Purpose of writing in a course

Section 14:
Standards for W Courses

1. Lots of writing -> many opportunities for assessment/revision/feedback

2. Ex 5 papers (one every 2 weeks) – one week writing / 1 week assessment/revision

3. The faculty member has to think her/his course in a writing course, and writing improvements has to be a goal of the course

4. Interesting, stimulating assignments (whether content centered or reactive or whatever)

5. Quality standards for the writing – are there any?

6. Ie. Meet the established criteria which are common to all the W courses (w/some flexibility)

7. Focus on using writing as a means fo learning the content.

8. Has to identify external support system and ie peer tutors, require its use, computing services, writing center, library people (depending on level)

9. Writing is woven throughout courses (LPM)

10. Skills based courses would not be eligible for W.

11. Have different kinds of writing – reflective, informal, or concentrated focus on one type of writing

12. Quantity and quality of assessment and feedback – provide it in writing – built-in process of revision

13. Should students have a portfolio of the work

14. Can’t rely on a textbook as the book to be used

15. Is there going to be a common style book – should be consistent with what is used in English

16. Needs to be a high bar, need resources

17. Cap of 20 – 25 in W courses

18. Individual faculty certification rather than a course – eg. Section 4 taught by faculty X not all sections of that course

19. Considerable block of writing required

20. Compile and have available student work

21. TAs to help

22. Writing Center with faculty in training

(Standards)

1) MODEL 1:  The prof. Should be required to demonstrate that students who come out of the course write better than they did before they went into the course (cf. “outcomes assessment”).

2) MODEL 2 (cf. “standard input model”): a) There will be a minimum amount of  (evaluated & assessed) writing each week (e.g., 1 p.). b) there will be a maximum class size eg 20 (edited standard written English)

3) The professor who teaches a W course must demonstrate standards in their own writing:

a. USM is to develop a Writing Summer Workshop with completion certificate

b. Or, a review board to assess a portfolio of faculty writings

