Synthesized definition - Previous

Cultural competency is a state of curiosity and open-mindedness which acknowledges, understands respects, appreciates, and engages in exploring the traditions, beliefs, uniqueness, contributions to the global community, and way of life of other cultures.  It requires recognition of one’s own predispositions and preconceived notions of other cultures and a willingness to change.  It allows one to operate comfortably when immersing in a new culture, encountering differences, or engaging with multicultural materials (art, literature, etc.) without passing value judgment, while holding an awareness of self. 

Synthesized definition - Transitional

Cultural competency is a state of curiosity and open-mindedness. It acknowledges, understands, respects, appreciates, and engages in exploring the unique contributions of other cultures to the global community, including traditions, beliefs, and way of life.  It requires recognition of one’s own predispositions and preconceived notions of other cultures and a willingness to change.  It allows one to avoid passing value judgments, maintain an awareness of self, and operate comfortably when immersing in a new culture, engaging difference in people, or encountering multicultural materials (art, literature, etc.).
Synthesized definition – Current

Culturally competent people are curious and open-minded. They acknowledge, understand, respect, appreciate, and engage in exploring the unique contributions of other cultures to the global community, including traditions, beliefs, and way of life.  They maintain an awareness of self but recognize their own predispositions and preconceived notions of other cultures in order to avoid premature value judgments. They are open to change.  As a result, they are able to operate comfortably when immersing in a new culture, appreciating the differences we find in others, or encountering multicultural materials in art, literature, etc.
Definitions

Open-mindedness is the willingness to embrace new ideas and experiences. 

Cultural objectivity means to view various cultures without assumptions or bias.

An inquisitive person is one who habitually seeks knowledge strives for understanding, questions everything, synthesizes various experiences, and approaches life with a curious and adventurous mindset.  
Contextual thinking - The ability to transfer acquired knowledge or new experiences and apply them in different contexts.

Interacting in multi-value systems - While maintaining self-awareness, the ability to engage or empathize with or participate in different cultures.

Empathy is the vicarious experience of another's emotional state.

Self-awareness is Ability to be aware of oneself's traits, feelings and behaviors
respectful:  values others and as a result is polite and appreciative within cultural norms    

Appreciates diversity:  embraces an inclusive environment  

Adaptability: is recognizing differences, discerning the need for and modifying one’s position and/or context.

1. Open-minded


2. Objectivity



3. Contextual thinking


4. interacting in multi-value systems

5. Self-awareness


6. Empathetic




7. Appreciates diversity


8. Respectful

a. attending
b. considerate

c. recognizes boundaries

d. values others

e. follows cultural norms
9. Inquisitive







10. Adaptability




Level 5. Citizens of the World…
1. are receptive to all human experiences and cultural expressions by suspending judgment to maximize their worth. 
Level 4. Explorers/Adverturers…
Level 3. Travelers…
1. are willing to suspend judgment and seek multiple opportunities for human experiences and expressions which might enrich their lives.
Level 2. Tourists…
Level 1. Hermits…
1. limit exposure to human experiences and cultural expressions because they do not value what these do for them. 

