Levels of Inquiry Questioning

This scale is to help faculty and students better understand that inquiry questions can be differentiated as to the level of difficulty in both formulation and as to answering  them. The level of knowledge  that is displayed when answering them is also displayed so that all parties can better understand the role of inquiry plays in the formulation of knowledge level.

Level 1 Knowledge - Informational

1. Inquiry about a specific fact in a  specific context.

2. Inquiry on a set of facts related to a specific area.

Level 2 Knowledge – Comprehension & Understanding

3. Asking about an inferential relationship between two facts or a fact to a context.

4. Determining the similarities or differences between things

5. Asking to clarify the meaning of implicit relationships in a model or a discussion

6. Indirect inferences and the ability to make these connections (e.g. a-> b & b-> c then a->c)

Level 3 Knowledge - Application

7. Identify explicit assumptions when using this knowledge

8. Identify implicit assumptions when using this knowledge in varying contexts

Level 4 Knowledge – Analysis and Problem Solutions

9. When using this knowledge in doing problem solving can identify weaknesses & strengths in assumptions, formation of theory, and practical boundaries for its usage.

Level 5 Knowledge – Researched new knowledge

10. Ability to pose quality research connections and questions that address major deficiencies  in the theory

