Critical thinking is the ability to analyze, process and evaluate a concept or a construct.

Critical thinking is a thought process using abstract thinking to make inferences.

Critical thinking is: the thought process which uses reason, imagination, evidence and experience in a conscientious effort to decide what to believe and what to do.

Critical thinking is: the thought process which enables applying knowledge, modeling, reasoning, synthesizing, analyzing and creativity.

Critical thinking is the ability to analyze complex problems by identifying and evaluating components of the problem by integrating prior knowledge in order to develop creative solutions.

Critical thinking is the ability to analyze an issue or concept and express one’s logical opinion or conclusion.

Critical thinking is subjective evaluation based on scientific research procedures. 

Critical thinking is a quality thought process that empowers the individual in the construction and application of knowledge. It is a synergistic process that efficiently and effectively produces insights beyond the obvious. It incorporates skills in information processing, analysis, reasoning, modeling, synthesizing, and creativity. It is the evaluation process, across various contexts, of what concepts and constructs to believe and trust by validating, through a healthy skepticism, the sources of information, one’s internal process, and the quality of the results from thinking. Thus it creates the foundation doing issue analysis and making quality decisions. It uses abstract and flexible thinking, imagination, supporting evidence and personal experiences in a conscious effort for making inferences, expressing one’s logical opinion or developing conclusions. It allows you to analyze complex problems by identifying and evaluating components of the problem and by integrating prior knowledge in order to develop creative solutions. It is also essential for doing research and creating new knowledge.  Critical thinking is not diminished, if the associated skills in the social, affective, and psychomotor domains are strong enough to deal with interfering influences and factors. solutions, conclusions, decisions, or new knowledge.  It is fundamentally thinking about thinking while thinking.
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Plato Like Thinkers

1. Uncover and locate all critical information to produce revolutionary thoughts and hypotheses.

2. Systematically analyze a phenomena to clearly identify every component and its boundaries.

3. Are very independent and self-reliant thinkers who are open to consider other perspectives.

4. Through non-faulty logic make complex inferences resulting in quality alternative positions.

5. fully integrate new thoughts with prior knowledge to produce innovative applications in difficult contexts. 

Intellectuals/Inquirers

1. Can quickly locate and select relevant information to produce original thoughts and solid hypotheses.

2. Carefully analyze a phenomena to discover its key components, relationships, and critical boundaries.

3. Are independent in thought who through strong argumentation take on other perspectives.

4. Through strong logic make significant inferences resulting in potential alternative positions.

5. Are effective in connecting new thoughts with prior knowledge to produce transferable knowledge.

Individuals who think when requested or required to:

1. Can obtain and use foundational information to produce feasible non-destructive alternative. 

2. Stop to analyze surface level characteristics and components.

3. Are reliant thinkers who try to please others thus take on perspectives of others.

4. Will take short-cuts in logical formulation thus make occasional incorrect inferences resulting in unreliable positions.

5. Make connections to needed knowledge so they can do what has been asked at the minimum.

Dormant Thinkers

1. Use mostly previous information to reaffirm past ideas..

2. Are reluctant to analyze new phenomena thus accept slight modification in previous models.

3. Accept other people thoughts e open to consider other perspectives.

4. Through non-faulty logic make complex inferences resulting in quality alternative positions.

5. fully integrate new thoughts with prior knowledge to produce innovative applications in difficult contexts. 

Non-thinkers

1. Use non-reliable surface oriented information to produce the obvious thought.

2. Are too lazy to analyze information thus see surface components in their simplicity.

3. Grab thoughts from others without concern but see things as black and white..

4. Through faulty logic make incorrect inferences resulting in an untenable position.

5. Rarely connect to prior knowledge and are very limited in its use

never ignore other possibilities thus have considered any possible alternative.

b. recognize and completely synthesize all factors 

c. easily finds numerous applications in many contexts for any idea because they readily produce generalized models involving the essential concepts related to the idea.

are open to a variety of perspectives and can transcend possibilities outside their own experiences. 

b. recognize and fairly thoroughly synthesize most factors

c. applies ideas in a multi-disciplinary setting based on systems thinking

1. give impressions of being broadminded but are consistently constrained by their set of experiences.  

b. recognize and partially synthesize some factors

c. finds applications for a set of familiar ideas within a narrow context because of their familiarity with special purpose analysis tools

Students

1.  must be prompted and motivated to explore additional possibilities.

b. Upon prompting, recognize and partially synthesize a few factors

c. learns simple modeling techniques by answering guided discovery questions about specific applications of an idea

Dolts

1. Seldom respond to presented possibilities thus follow the obvious path.

b. Even after prompting, recognize and incompletely and inaccurately synthesize minimal factors

c. knows a single application for a very limited set of ideas that are not examined.

Insights – if grouping does not fit well together, very hard to write criteria

If use  same language throughout all levels, it is much easier to develop criteria
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Additional factors – inferring
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The Great thinkers

1. quickly assemble the most valuable information and analyzes completely to produce a complete picture.

Inquirers

1. constantly seek valuable information so that their analysis leave little left to challenge.

Individuals who only Think when requested/required

1. can provide a foundation information base and adequately satisfy a minimum performance in analyzing that data.

Dormant thinkers

1. need to be prodded to gather necessary information and to carry their analysis further.

Non-thinkers

1.
use the obvious available data (whether reliable or not) and produce surface level analysis

